StartEast July bulletin
Welcome to the July edition of our bulletin which is packed with information on upcoming events,
news, resources, opportunities, funding and providers of business support for creative
enterprises working in Norfolk & Suffolk.
Please do feel free to share this newsletter with colleagues, and anyone interested in receiving
StartEast newsletters and bulletins can sign up on our website.
If you would like to contact us please email starteast@norfolk.gov.uk
The StartEast Team

Creative Unlimited Business & Entrepreneurs Support Programme
The Creative Unlimited project is designed to help economic recovery and growth in the creative,
cultural and digital sectors in Norfolk and Suffolk and is a partnership between New Anglia LEP,
University of East Anglia, Norwich University of the Arts, University of Suffolk, Suffolk County
Council and Norfolk County Council (as part of the legacy of the StartEast programme). The
project will help organisations and individuals develop and showcase their creative ventures
through bespoke business workshops, masterclasses, mentoring and direct support. For any
businesses or entrepreneurs interested in what this support could mean for you, register your
interest here.

Lowestoft Virtual Creative Hub
Funded by Arts Council England, the Virtual Creative Hub will provide creatives in Lowestoft with
a way to network, feel more connected and access information, training and funding
opportunities, bringing creatives together through social media channels and an emerging place
website, which will be launched later this summer.
The Hub is open to creatives who are based in Lowestoft or deliver work in the town, and will
feature a programme of training, tool kits, networking sessions and bespoke 1-2-1 support.
Additionally a free Cultural Directory is in development for the new website, allowing
organisations and creatives to promote their enterprises in one central place. Read more Social
media handle @thinklowestoft (available on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn).
Email thinklowestoft@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
Grants for Creatives - Lowestoft: Creative Unlimited
Working in partnership with Suffolk County Council, a small grant scheme, part of Creative
Unlimited, funded by Suffolk Inclusive Growth Investment Fund, will be available for people who
engage with the Hub. Awards of up to £1,000 are available to fund materials, exhibition
equipment through to digital development, marketing and promotion.
The deadline for all applications is 9am on 30 July 2021. Apply here

Platform 2021: Monthly Workshops for Creative Businesses & Freelancers
Platform 2021, delivered by Norwich University of the Arts, is a series of workshop sessions for
people interested in starting their own creative business or becoming a freelancer.
Platform sessions are run by industry professionals who guide you through some of the key
areas you need to know about when starting up. They cover research, branding, marketing,
ﬁnance, legal and networking. Click here to see the full programme of events.
The series runs monthly, join a new online workshop on the second Wednesday of every month
at 2pm. The next session is: The One Person Business, Wednesday 11 August 2021, 14:00 15:00. Sign-up at Meetup.com

University of Suffolk Entrepreneurs Forge
An immersive development programme, at the Ipswich Waterfront Innovation Centre (IWIC),
designed to create and foster innovation that is strong, enduring, and successful. Leading and
driving the strengthening of Suffolk’s digitally creative SMEs, and the employability of Suffolk’s
students and graduates, the programme will forge strong bonds between participants to support
personal and business recovery and resilience post COVID-19. Read more

Business & IP Centre Norfolk
The Business & IP Centre Norfolk has developed a free dedicated online programme of
business support.open to all business owners. They have a year-round programme of free
events including: workshops, webinars, networking events and one-to-one advice sessions.
Current Covid-19 restrictions mean that all events are being held online. They hope to
reintroduce face-to-face sessions when restrictions allow. To see all their current events and
book your place, visit the BIPC Eventbrite page.

BIPC Norfolk Summer School
If you're 16-25, attend our Summer School to learn about starting your own business and to help
figure out if it might be right for you.
Each Thursday from Thursday 5 August to Thursday 2 September (10am - 12pm) we’ll cover a
different topic and end with a session where you’ll have the chance to pitch a business idea to a
panel, with the best pitch winning a £50 Amazon voucher. Read more
DRIVE is a new business mentoring and funding support programme for small and mediumsized enterprises (SMEs). The programme supports businesses to help grow and develop
Norfolk and Suffolk’s rural economy.
DRIVE provides local businesses with access to a grant to invest in new business development
that leads to job creation. If you are a business with a project idea, go to About DRIVE for more
information including who is eligible and how to apply.

Go Digital Funding Programme
Go Digital is for micro, small and medium sized businesses based in Norfolk who want to make
better use of digital tools to help them grow.
Go Digital provides free, quality business support funded by Norfolk County Council, North
Norfolk District Council, Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council, South Norfolk Council,
Broadland District Council and Breckland Council. Read more
New Anglia Peer Networks
Peer Networks is a national peer-to-peer networking programme for SME leaders that want to
grow and develop their organisation for future success.
The New Anglia Peer Networks programme is delivered through our Growth Hub and will support

over 200 eligible businesses, fully-funded.
From finance and HR to sales, marketing and more, our expert business consultants give you
the flexibility to create a trusted support network that works for you. We can help you to build and
strengthen your business, improve its overall performance and increase your own leadership
confidence. Read more

Norfolk for Business is now live on Twitter @norfolkforbiz
The business support team at @norfolkcc will keep you informed about grants, training &
mentoring to help you grow your business.

BIMM Institute Greenhouse Enterprise Programme
The Greenhouse Enterprise Programme is a brand-new business support programme designed
to provide training, coaching, and funding for entrepreneurial projects within the music industry
by students and alumni from underrepresented groups. Read more

New Anglia Growth Hub Free business support
New Anglia Growth Hub's business advisers offer free support and guidance. They can help you
find out more about the latest Government schemes and a range of local initiatives. Speak to
them for impartial advice on 0300 333 6536 or email growthhub@newanglia.co.uk . You can also
make use of the Covid-19 Business Toolkit, where you will find information about funding, free
online webinars and all the latest advice.

Reopening Norfolk safely, Norfolk County Council Guidance for businesses
Everyone in Norfolk needs to feel that no matter where they go in in the county their safety is
paramount, whether they are residents, visitors or holidaymakers.
Norfolk County Council has created a toolkit providing all the information and tools you need to
help you to reopen your business safely this spring. Download the toolkit here

Craft Council launch the Market for Craft data tool
The Market for Craft data tool is an open-access dashboard available online at no cost to
independent makers, studios and collectives, shops and galleries, and curious consumers. Using
the data tool’s tabs and filters, you can gain a detailed insight into your customer’s
demographics, behaviours, motivations, and barriers — helping inform business strategies for
2021 and beyond.

Invest East: Investment Readiness Programme
A free "investor led" programme to support Norfolk and Suffolk businesses to understand and
prepare to raise equity and other forms of finance. The programme is now accepting applications
to Cohort 4 of the Investment Readiness programme. For more information, click
here or contact the team.

AMPlify 2021, Artist Residency Programme for 18 to 25 year olds, Wysing Arts Centre
Applications are now open for AMPlify, for 18 to 25 year olds to test new approaches and ideas
through workshops and talks, whilst also having time to develop their own work with Wysing Arts
Centre. This year AMPlify will take place as a hybrid programme, with an initial residency at
Wysing in October followed by online sessions.
The deadline to apply is 9am on Monday 23 August. The opportunity is free and there is
some funding towards travel. For more information and how to apply, or to book a free
consultation call, visit the website

Norfolk County Council is seeking to appoint an experienced marketing professional to
deliver the EXPERIENCE Norfolk marketing and promotion campaign.
EXPERIENCE is an ambitious, €23.3 million 3-year project led by NCC which aims to deliver
innovative and sustainable growth via a new tourism strategy. The contract holder will be
responsible for developing and delivering a creative, innovative and impactful campaign which
promotes Norfolk as an experiential destination. This will involve working in close collaboration
with the EXPERIENCE Norfolk project team and wider strategic partners to develop branding
and marketing material.
The maximum contract value is £22,400 with a start date of 23 August 2021. The work
schedule is estimated to be two days a week for 32 weeks. Please email the EXPERIENCE
team at experience@norfolk.gov.uk to view the invitation to quote.

Artist Call Out: Visual artists wanted to help create murals, Suffolk Libraries
Suffolk Libraries is looking for artists who would like to contribute to series of murals to help
transform Stowmarket Library’s garden space. The murals will be part of the Arts Council
England funded ‘Stitching Stowe’ project, inspired by the binding of a book.
There will be 10 murals of various sizes. Artists can apply as individuals or as a collective and
you are welcome to select more than one mural as part of your proposal. There is an overall
budget of £5,000 to create all the murals. Deadline: 2 August 2021. Read more
TOAST & Crafts Council Artist in Residence
TOAST creates and curates simple, functional, beautiful clothing, homeware and editorial. At the
heart of TOAST is our commitment to supporting traditional textiles, craftsmanship and creative
communities.

Over the last couple of years, we have gathered together a group of our inspiring friends and
collaborators to host a series of talks, workshops and live demonstrations. This year’s three-day
Creative Residency, inspired by the Autumn Winter collection ‘Rewilding’, will continue to foster
thought and give time for pause at the Crafts Council Gallery in Islington from Thursday 21st to
Saturday 23rd October. We have partnered with Crafts Council, the national charity for craft, to
invite an artist in residence to showcase their work during the event. If you are a UK-based
emerging artist or creative and would like to apply, please submit your application before midday
(BST) on Friday 6th August 2021. Read more

Creative Individuals Norfolk #2 Posters Pamphlets and Other Paraphernalia
Individuals who act as creative catalysts in the community are invited to make proposals for
Posters Pamphlets and Other Paraphernalia, a strand of work for the Norfolk & Norwich Festival
2022. The project supports creative individuals to ‘give voice’ to the community through print
paraphernalia. Norfolk & Norwich Festival expects to award five commissions of £5,000
each. Deadline: 12 noon on Monday 26 July 2021. Find out more and apply

VAULT Festival 2022: Applications Now Open
The UK’s leading independent showcase of live performance & artistic talent returns for 8 weeks
from 25 Jan-20 Mar 2022. Join them for their 10th Anniversary and an extra special year for the
festival and artists everywhere. They are seeking bold and original shows across theatre,
comedy, immersive experiences, cabaret, pop-up events, late night entertainment and more. It’s
completely free to apply to VAULT Festival and all applicants will be responded to, whether
successful or not. Deadline: 16 August 2021. Read more
Head East Campaign update: How to promote your summer and autumn events
Head East, a new regional cultural tourism campaign to showcase the rich diversity and quality
of arts, culture and heritage in Norfolk and Suffolk.
The PR team will be promoting events for the summer and autumn to regional/ local outlets
across print, online and broadcast, and to select national titles. If you would like to be included,
please provide the following information:
•

Email Elma Glasgow (hello@elmaglasgowconsulting.com) digital assets, for example
high resolution promotional images and/or films for your events.

•

Add your summer/autumn events and venue information to the Visit East of England
website.

•

Share your own press releases and opportunities for stories with the PR team.

Norfolk Screen Online Database
Norfolk Screen is dedicated to promoting Norfolk as a screen-friendly county that showcases
locations, talent, services & facilities within the region. They want to encourage those locally

based screen related creatives and services to sign up (for free) so that they can signpost
incoming productions to the production infrastructure the region has to offer. Sign up here.

One-to-one maker advice sessions with Crafts Council
Online, Cost: £60
Bespoke advisory hour-long sessions for makers at all stages in their career to discuss ideas or
concerns about their creative practice. The session is led by an experienced art and business
development advisor. It is tailored for you and fully confidential, the session will enable you to
talk about your ideas or concerns on your creative practice.
Find out more and book

Spring Back Talks Series, Crafts Council
Ten free lunchtime talks held on Zoom will cover essential marketing advice for makers who
want to spring back from the last year and grasp all the new opportunities available to them.
Speakers will be led by the Crafts Council team and include expert speakers and contributors.
Full listings and book your place here

Outside In Artist Support Days
Artist Support Days tackle digital exclusion enabling artists to get their work photographed,
introduce them to new digital skills and empowering them to have a digital presence through
their own online Outside In gallery. Read more

Creative Facilitators get-together
29 July 2021, 11:00-15:00
The Marina Theatre in Lowestoft is holding a freelance get-together day. This will be a relaxed
opportunity for us to all get to know one another, share some drama games/participatory
activities, and generally get re-inspired and re-energised to create some work in the community
after a truly dreadful year and a half. Read more
The Library Presents Artist Development Event in Collaboration with Collusion
Save the Date: 8 September 2021, 13:00 - 16:30, Storey's Field Centre, Cambridge
Artists working in all art forms, from all backgrounds and levels of experience are invited to join

us to get hands-on with emerging digital technologies and have a play to better understand how
it might be used in their work. Full details, including how to book, to follow.
About Collusion. About The Library Presents.

Norfolk Chambers of Commerce Events
A series of FREE virtual events which support businesses to restart, rebuild and renew. Click
here to see the latest events.

Digital Culture Network Events
The Digital Culture Network has developed a series of FREE webinars to support arts & cultural
organisations and businesses.
How to welcome new email subscribers to achieve long-term engagement - 8 September 2021,
14:00 - 15:15
‘Test and trace’ to tried and tested – the future of your admission system - 22 September 2021,
14:00 - 15:00
An introduction to data visualisation - 6 October 2021, 14:00 - 15:00

Suffolk Growth events
Suffolk Growth facilitates and hosts a wide range of events throughout the year, including
strategic development workshops, training events, innovation & best practice workshops and
more. They welcome attendance from both public and private sector. Read more

AMA Training
The AMA (Arts Marketing Association) offers outstanding training to help develop skills and
share knowledge so we can all reach more audiences, more effectively. View their training/event
programme here.

Association for Cultural Enterprises Events
The Association for Cultural Enterprises aim to promote commercial best practice in the cultural
and heritage sector by providing training and networking opportunities and facilitating the sharing
of information and experience between their members.

Creative Enterprise
In partnership with the BFI, Creative Enterprise was developed two years ago to grow screen
businesses in the English regions. Through intensive programmes and bespoke workshops led
by industry leaders and mentors, Creative Enterprise provides expertise and training to
futureproof the next generation of moving image companies.
Cause4 Power Hour
In need of advice and support from an independent voice to empower your decision making?
Sign up for a free Power Hour with Cause4 today.

Through this programme, Cause4 offer a free hour of consultancy support to registered charities
and CICs that need help or a sounding board for new ideas. This power hour can be focused on
a range of areas including income generation, fundraising strategy, or governance challenges.
Please register for free here.

Arts Council England Culture Recovery Fund
Who can apply: Organisations who were financially sustainable before Covid-19 but are now at
imminent risk of failure and have exhausted all other options for increasing their resilience. The
grant range: Between £25,000 and £3 million (£1 million for for-profit organisations). Applications
are subject to permission to apply being granted. Permission to apply requests will be accepted
from 8 July 2021. Read more
Deadline: 12 noon, 30 September 2021

ESF LIFT/Community Grants
Norfolk County Council has successfully secured growth in its LIFT/Community Grants contract
which provides a delegated grant scheme funded by European Social Fund for Voluntary,
Community and Social Enterprises (VCSE) and other relevant organisations to deliver
employability support and vocational/informal learning in areas of Norfolk and Suffolk. Details of
how to apply for funding will be released in the next few weeks. If you are interested to find out
more please register your interest at LIFT Project: lift@norfolk.gov.uk

ETIP Scheme Launched
Employer Training Incentive Programme (ETIP) is a delegated training grant programme, aiming
to assist Norfolk SMEs (less than 250 employees) in sectors that have been most effected or
highlighted by COVID-19. Businesses, including self-employed business owners, will be able to
use the grant to increase their employees’ skills level whilst supporting the diversification, growth
or survival of the organisation. Find out more here or contact etip@norfolk.gov.uk to connect with
one of their Business Advisors.
ETIP is hosting two grant events on 27/07/21 4pm-5pm & 29/07/21 8:30-9am. To find out how
they can help book your place by emailing etip@norfolk.gov.uk

Ragdoll Foundation Grants
The Ragdoll Foundation’s Open Grants Scheme supports the cultural sector’s work with children
and young people to provide high quality, innovative arts engagement projects where the
concerns of childhood can be heard. All applications are expected to contribute to the Ragdoll
Foundation’s primary purpose. There are two strands:
Small Grants: For innovative, arts-based small projects, pilots, or research & development to
inform a new project or programme of work. Applications for up to £1,500 can be made and there
are five deadlines per year.
Main Grants: For larger or longer-term new projects, or proposals that significantly develop the
scope or scale of an existing programme, project or pilot in the region of £5k to £20k. Find out
more and apply
Museums Association Covid Support Scheme
This scheme has been set up to offer grants of £500 to individual MA members whose finances
have been significantly affected by the current pandemic. It is open to individual members who
have held membership for two or more years and can demonstrate a genuine and measurable
need. Find out more and apply

Fiserv Back2Business Grant Programme
Grants available to ethnically diverse-owned small businesses that have been impacted by
COVID-19 and lockdown restrictions in the UK. Maximum value: £10,000. Read more
Application deadline: 31 December 2021

East Suffolk Boost Grant Scheme
Grants are available for local voluntary, community and social enterprise groups and town/parish
councils who are seeking to deliver added value projects to tackle specific needs in East Suffolk.
Maximum value: £ 5,000. Read more
Application Deadline: 1 September 2021
Smart is Innovate UK’s ‘Open grant funding’ programme
Innovate UK, part of UK Research and Innovation, is investing up to £25 million in the best
game-changing and commercially viable innovative or disruptive ideas. All proposals must be
business focused. Applications can come from any area of technology and be applied to any part
of the economy, such as, but not exclusively: the arts, design and media, creative industries,
science or engineering. Deadline: 11am, 25 August 2021. Read more

Restart Grants
The Restart Grant scheme supports businesses in the non-essential retail, hospitality, leisure,
personal care and accommodation sectors with a one-off grant, to reopen safely as COVID-19
restrictions are lifted. Read more. Visit your local council’s website to find out how to apply,
search here.

Anglia Ruskin University (ARU) Innovation Vouchers
Innovation vouchers up to the value of £5,000 are available to any organisation impacted by
COVID-19 providing access to research and innovation support such as consultancy and
contract research. Read more

Amazon Apprenticeship Fund
Amazon is launching a £2.5 million Apprenticeship Fund as part of its commitment to support
career opportunities and skills development across England. By using the company’s
Apprenticeship Levy to support small businesses selling on Amazon, Amazon Web Services
(AWS) customers and smaller creative industry partners, these organisations outside of Amazon
will be able to upskill their workforce by taking on their own dedicated apprentices. Read more

Innovate UK Young Innovators Awards 2021/22
Young people aged between 18 and 30 across the UK can apply for an award to make their
business idea a reality. The Award includes a grant of £5,000, tailored business support and a
living allowance. Deadline: 28 July 2021. Read more

East Anglia Art Fund
Each year EAAF gives a number of small grants, of up to £1,000, to make visual art exhibitions
and art education initiatives possible - these projects are usually contemporary group or historic
exhibitions. Solo shows of recent work are rarely supported. Deadline: 31 August 2021

Grand Plan Grants
We’re a new charity offering three £1,000 grants a month for people of colour based in the UK
who want to make a new creative project. It can be anything: poetry, paintings, fashion, zines,
music, food, flowers, photographs — whatever you want. Find out more and apply

Help for small businesses to secure innovation grants
New Anglia LEP are supporting a free innovation mentoring and bid writing scheme to help
smaller businesses secure the funding they need to develop their project ideas. The scheme
helps small to medium business owners or managers, including micro business owners and sole
traders, who are based in Norfolk or Suffolk. Find out more here.

Business Resilience and Recovery Scheme
The Business Resilience and Recovery Scheme has been established to support businesses
during the COVID-19 pandemic and during the economic recovery. It will provide grants to
support short-term business resilience projects and longer-term recovery and diversification
projects. Read more

Youth Music Funding
Youth Music is a national organisation investing in music-making programmes for young people,
alongside working with organisations to diversify and be more inclusive. We believe that musicmaking, learning and earning shouldn’t be a privilege, but research shows that for many, it is.
That’s why we mobilise local and regional specialists in reaching young people facing barriers,
through music. We are especially interested in receiving more applications from
organisations delivering activities in the East of England.
The next application deadline for “Fund A”, which awards grants between £2,000 and £30,000,
is Friday 30 July 2021.
We would like to offer you the opportunity to discuss your project proposal before you apply to
us. You can email Jan Mares (Senior Grants and Learning Officer)
at jan.mares@youthmusic.org.uk to arrange an informal phone/video call. Or find out more here.

Government Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS)
Applications for the fifth SEISS Grant open in late July covering the period from 1 May 2021 to
30 Sept 2021. Anyone who was eligible for the first set of grants will be eligible (provided their
business is still impacted) and those who were newly self-employed in 2020 and therefore did
not have tax returns may also now qualify for SEISS. Read more

Norfolk Covid-19 Response Funding
Norfolk Community Foundation is working with a range of local and national partners to make
available funding for Norfolk charities facing exceptional demands on their services due to Covid19, and working hard to support vulnerable people in the community.
The Heritage Funding Directory
Managed by The Heritage Alliance and the Architectural Heritage Fund, the Heritage Funding
Directory is a free guide to financial support for anyone undertaking UK related heritage projects

Suffolk Community Foundation
Suffolk Community Foundation has developed a high level of expertise in supporting thousands
of community groups and grassroot charities in Suffolk to access funding. Click here to view the
available grant funding.

Grants 4 Norfolk
Looking for funding? Try the FREE Norfolk County Council search facility serving both
businesses and communities. Local, regional and national funding opportunities
available. Register here.
Support from the Arts Council

•

National Lottery Project Grants

•

Developing Your Creative Practice fund

•

Investing an extra £2 million in funds to support freelance workers in the sector.

New Anglia Growth Hub Finance and Funding
The Growth Hub has access to experts and suppliers across a number of different funding
approaches for various industries or projects. Including:
•

Growing Business Fund - Offering grants of £25,000 to £500,000 for businesses that are
creating jobs and expanding.

•

Small Grants Scheme - Offering grants of between £1,000 – £25,000 to help your
business grow.

Norfolk County Council Funding Team Newsletter
Sign up to receive your regular newsletter from the Norfolk County Council Funding team –
packed full of the latest funding updates and scheme information.
Email funding@norfolk.gov.uk to be added to the database.

Creativity Exchange
ACE have launched a new online community for teachers and creative practitioners to help
embed creativity across the curriculum. It has been designed for school leaders, teachers and
cultural organisations who work with schools. Find out more

Suffolk Culture Network
The Suffolk Culture Network is a collective of organisations and individuals working in and
around Suffolk. The network is for people delivering communications, marketing and audience
development in the cultural sector. To join email thomas.beese@suffolk.gov.uk

Norfolk Black and POC Creatives Network
Norfolk's Black & POC Creatives Network will provide mutual support for artists & creatives living
in the region, allowing members to meet others, collaborate, share resources, and discuss what
the community needs to grow and thrive. Membership is free, and open to all creatives and
artists living or working in Norfolk from communities which may include themselves under the
umbrella of “people of colour.” Click here to join.

The Audience Agency ‘Build Back Creatively’ Toolkit
As the UK emerges from the COVID-19 pandemic and looks to the future, it’s clear that Britain’s
genuinely world-beating creative industries can play a vital role both in rebuilding the country’s
economy and helping communities emerge from successive lockdowns.
This toolkit is a practical document that you can begin using today to work out how you to boost
your local creative economy. Download it here
StartEast Resources
The StartEast business support programme may have finished, but he StartEast website is still
up and running, so you can continue to access information via our updated Resources page on
alternative business support providers and our Directory of cultural enterprises in Norfolk and
Suffolk, and it’s free to create a Directory entry.

New Anglia Growth Hub Skills Portal
The Skills Portal from New Anglia Growth Hub is designed to help employers access,
understand and navigate all the local support, information and resources available to help get
talent acquisition and development spot on. There are also two dedicated skills advisers,
available to make a no cost visit your premises to guide you through the options available.

Sign Up to the Suffolk Cultural & Creative Newsletter
Suffolk Arts Service produces a regular regional newsletter for the arts, which hopes to
disseminate of the latest information and support for the cultural sector. Sign up here

Join the Norfolk Arts Forum
Norfolk Arts Service runs the Norfolk Arts Forum, a free membership organisation with over 750
members and an annually elected Executive Committee, we send out an e-bulletin every Friday
with information about arts and cultural jobs, opportunities, training and funding. If you would like
to join please email arts@norfolk.gov.uk
Centre for Excellence in Participatory Theatre’s Library & Resource Centre
The Centre for Excellence in Participatory Theatre has a fantastic digital library and resource
centre, with a large and ever-growing collection of downloadable books, reports, and toolkits to
support theatre and participation practitioners. Read more
AMAculturehive
The Arts Marketing Association culture hive is a free online resource hub for cultural
professionals. This is available to both members and non-members. For more information, sign
up here.
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