
 

  

  

 

 

StartEast October Bulletin 

Welcome to the October issue: a monthly one-stop shop for creative enterprises and 
individuals offering information on funding opportunities, networking, the latest useful reports 
and resources and practical support. 

Please do feel free to share this newsletter with colleagues. Anyone interested in receiving 
StartEast bulletins can sign up on our website. 

If you would like to contact us, please email starteast@norfolk.gov.uk 

The StartEast Team 

 

   

New Anglia Growth Hub FREE Events for Norfolk & Suffolk Businesses 
Small-group workshops funded by Norfolk & Suffolk County Council’s and Department of 
Business and Trade open to any business, freelancer, or charity based in Norfolk or Suffolk. 

Get Noticed in a Busy Digital World 
7 October 2026, 8:00-12:00, Epi Centre, Haverhill 
In today’s competitive online landscape, being visible to the right audience is essential. This 
practical workshop will explore effective digital marketing techniques to help your business 
stand out, increase online visibility, attract more customers, and build a stronger digital 
presence.  
 

https://starteast.co.uk/newsletter/
mailto:starteast@norfolk.gov.uk?subject=StartEast
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/events/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/get-noticed-in-a-busy-digital-world/


Profit and Progress Programme (3 sessions, November 2026 cohort) 
11, 18 & 25 November 2026, each online workshop is 2.5 hours from 10:00 - 12:30 
Profit and Progress is a fully funded, three-part workshop series designed specifically for micro 
and small business owners who are looking to gain clarity, set achievable goals, and drive 
sustainable growth. 

Business & IP Centre Norfolk Events 

Launch Your Future: Norfolk 
14 October 2026, Online 
A workshop for people who are between the ages of 18-30, or individuals who are military 
veterans, who are either planning to start a business or have a business that has been running 
for less than 24 months. One-day, online workshop, delivered by Menta, to gain key skills to 
start your business - covering self-employment, finance, digital marketing and more  

The Still Room - Start Up Series - Keswick Hall, Norwich 
Second Thursday of each month, July to December 2026, Time: 8.30-10.30, Tickets: £20  
The Start Up Series is a monthly business breakfast for people running their own businesses, 
those just starting out, and anyone keen to learn what it takes. 
12 November - Selling Yourself and Your Service: confidence, communication and speaking 
about your work with clarity.  
10 December - Moving Forward: reflection, reassurance and clarity to end the year well. 

Creative United Re:Create GrowthCamp 
12-week growth programme for founder-led creative businesses. Re:Create GrowthCamp gives 
you 12 weeks of practical support from a business mentor and a small group of creative 
founders. Together, you'll build a steadier client pipeline, grow with confidence, and learn 
alongside people who understand the challenges. Sessions take place at Sommerset House in 
London. Cost: £3,000. 

South Norfolk Business Builder Programme 
The Business Builder programme is aimed at supporting South Norfolk based businesses to 
invest and grow, and in turn help in the growth of the local economy. There are several levels of 
support available: Foundation support; Build Up Grant; Development Grant; Small Capital 
Grant & Capital Grant. 

Creative East 
Investment readiness and support for the creative sector in Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire 

MENTA -Business Start-Up Support Programme 
MENTA’s Startup Programme is the go-to resource for aspiring entrepreneurs (within the first 12 
months of trading) across Norfolk and Suffolk, offering a blend of expert guidance, practical 
workshops, and tailored support. 
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https://www.creativeeast.org.uk/
https://menta.org.uk/our-support/business-start-up-support/


Kick Off in Business 
Fully funded, short, online business start-up & self-employment courses. 
Fully funded, short online courses that provide uncomplicated, useful information and 
guidance for anyone who is in the process of setting up a business or simply just exploring the 
idea. 

Become a member of FUSE Network - Connecting Norfolk’s Social Enterprises 
FUSE Network has launched a free exclusive membership offer for social enterprises active in 
Norfolk. By joining you’ll receive: a FREE Listing on the FUSE Social Enterprise Directory, a 
fortnightly members newsletter, early access to booking events and workshops and a FUSE 
Network Member digital badge. 

Akcela Incubator 
The Akcela incubator is a vibrant community of some of Norwich and Norfolk's most promising 
start-ups, supports business with office space, expert consultancy and a community of 
founders to drive innovation and growth. 

Visit the Latest News and Resources pages of the StartEast website for more information about 
ongoing funding support. 

 

Showcase your business at the 2026 Suffolk & Norfolk Tourism Businesses Conference 
VEE is inviting businesses to express their interest in getting involved in this year’s conference 
on 5 November, offering businesses the chance to raise their profile and connect with tourism 
businesses from across Suffolk and Norfolk. If you’d like to find out more about exhibiting or 
sponsorship opportunities, express your interest via email: laura@visiteastofengland.com 

The Library Presents Open Call 2027 - Spring and Autumn Seasons 
Performances Open Call for The Library Presents 2027 Spring and Autumn Seasons 
Workshops Open Call for The Library Presents 2027 Spring and Autumn Seasons 
Deadline: 11 October 2026 
 
house southeast theatre network - Pitch Up: Beginning 
13 November 2026, 10:30 - 16:00, Stanley Arts, 12 South Norwood Hill, London 
Pitch Up: Beginning will help demystify the theatre industry for early career theatre artists new 
to connecting with venues. Venue representatives from London and the South East region will 
share their artist support offer, before giving the floor over to up to 20 early career artists to give 
a snapshot of their work and plans.  

https://www.kickoffinbusiness.co.uk/
https://fusenetwork.org.uk/membership/
https://akcela.co.uk/incubator
https://starteast.co.uk/latest-news-2/
https://starteast.co.uk/resources/
mailto:laura@visiteastofengland.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XFG4I9xJKTuRSn7Yt1d0hC9nyzWwR-AH/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VRMHqMLG70ya-eDdEX2QdOrr1TlhNedL/view
https://housetheatre.org.uk/events/pitch-up-beginning


Applications are open to artists and companies from across theatre disciplines who are in the 
early stages of their theatre careers and beginning, or hoping to create relationships with 
venues in the South East of England. Deadline: 14 October 2026 

LOEWE FOUNDATION Craft Prize 2027 
Submissions to the 10th edition of the LOEWE FOUNDATION Craft Prize are now open. Inspired 
by LOEWE’s own beginnings as an artisanal workshop, the prize recognises excellence, artistic 
merit, and innovation in craft, in all its forms. The Prize for the winning entry is 50,000 euros.  It 
will be awarded in Europe in spring 2027, accompanied by an exhibition of shortlisted works. 
Deadline: 15 October 2026 

Cambridge Museums Call for: Artist/Artist Educator  
The University of Cambridge Museums (UCM) is seeking a socially engaged artist, with 
experience of working with young adults, to design and deliver a 10-week creative project as 
part of Cambridge-based charity Romsey Mill's Young Parents Programme. Fee: Up to £5,000, 
project kick off: End of November 2026, delivery: January to March 2027. Deadline for 
expressions of interest: 19 October 2026 
 
Norfolk & Norwich Festival Bursaries 
Every year NNF offer sixteen bursaries, eight to Artists (of all ages), eight to Young Creatives 
(aged 18-25), worth £2,500 each, who are working with, or interested in developing, a socially 
engaged and/or community practice. The money goes to work that shapes the creative and 
cultural lives of children and young people across Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough. Deadline: 2 November 2026 
Find out more at the online Q&A Session on 6 October (6pm). Book here. 

Sadler's Wells Digital Stage & Studio Commissions: The Future Remembers 
Three brand-new short film commissions, open to filmmakers and dance artists working at the 
intersection of dance and moving image. The selected commissions will receive £6,000 and 
production support from Sadler’s Wells to create a short film that responds to the theme: The 
Future Remembers. Deadline: 22 November 2026 

GroundWork: Heat - Exhibit Open Call for Spring 2027 
GroundWork Gallery invites visual artists to submit work for a Spring 2027 exhibition exploring 
the theme of heat. Heat is a physical force, a climate signal, and an industrial necessity. It 
brings to mind urgency, pressure and transformation. Deadline: 29 November 2026 

Suffolk’s High Streets Matter 
New Anglia Growth Hub has launched Suffolk’s High Streets Matter, supported by Suffolk 
County Council, strengthening local economies by supporting the shops, cafés, restaurants, 
pubs, hotels and market-town businesses that give our high streets their character. The 
programme helps businesses stay resilient, competitive and future-focused. All Suffolk small 
businesses are welcome, but priority will be given to the following focus towns: September – 
October programme 2026 – Beccles, Brandon and Mildenhall. Register your interest for 2026. 
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Brandland Training Survey 
Brandland is currently planning a new series of training masterclasses in collaboration with 
Quadmark, and they want to hear from you on what you would like to see. Fill in this quick poll 
to help shape their plans. 

Affinity's Creative Cities Report: Discover the Top 50 UK Cities for Design Creatives 
A new study has revealed that Norwich is one of the UK’s strongest emerging destinations for 
creative careers. In the latest ‘Creative Cities Report’, compiled by Affinity, part of Canva’s suite 
of professional design tools, Norwich was ranked tenth out of 50 UK cities for its balance of 
opportunity, affordability and creative infrastructure. 

Government Announces Appointment of Two Freelance Champions 
Leila D’Aronville, founder of the North East Cultural Freelancers, and Lizzie Crump MBE, Co-
Director of What Next?, have been appointed as the Government’s Freelance Champions. 
Together, they will advocate for creative industries freelancers as part of both DCMS and the 
Creative Industries Council. To support the Freelance Champions and others working in this 
policy space, Creative PEC have put together a policy brief synthesising the best evidence from 
thier extensive research into freelancers from the past decade. 

Design Economy 2026 
The Design Council’s new Design Economy 2026 report outlines how the design sectors 
contribute to economic value, employment and exports. The report presents growth in design 
sectors across the UK and shows how designers are integral to other sectors of the economy. 

Immersive Arts Funding Announcement 
Immersive Arts has secured an additional £8.5 million of funding through to 2030 to support 
artists working in immersive technology. The new funding will extend the programme for a 
further three years, with more than £4.7 million allocated directly to artists at all stages of their 
creative development through grants, training and professional development opportunities. 

 

EAFN26 Show 
7 October 2026, Burgess Hall, Cambridgeshire 
The East Anglian Festival Network (EAFN) Show is a free, one-day annual event bringing 
together hundreds of event professionals from across the East of England. There are 
conference sessions where professionals discuss key topics and a trade exhibition where those 
involved in the industry can share expertise, network and identify new opportunities that can 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScB0ks_5h3-2wxi4kNdvgAMileO87va0Fl9eG4-yKzRCsIlcA/viewform
https://www.affinity.studio/blog/uk-creative-cities-report
https://pec.ac.uk/policy_briefing_entr/policy-brief-creative-freelancers/
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/design-economy/
https://immersivearts.uk/news/8-5m-second-phase-funding/
https://eafn.co.uk/eafn26/


benefit their businesses, the environment, the events industry and the regional economy. 
Registrations for delegates and Applications for Exhibition Stands are now open. 

Norfolk Chambers’ of Commerce B2B Exhibition 2026 
8 October 2026, 10:00 - 16:00, Norfolk Show Ground 
Now in its 28th year, B2B 2026 returns as the must-attend business exhibition on the regional 
calendar. With over 100+ exhibitors and 1,500+ attendees, this is your opportunity to connect, 
showcase, and reach your target audience. Whether you’re a startup looking to make a splash 
or a seasoned brand ready to expand your reach, B2B 2026 delivers face-to-face access to your 
next customer, partner, or supplier. 

Game Anglia Events 
King's Lynn Gamers Meetup - 8 October, 17:00 – 20:00, The WNDA Centre, King's Lynn 
Cambridge Game Maker's Meetup - 13 October, 18:00 – 21:00, The Blue Moon, Cambridge 
Norfolk Game Dev Meetup - 27 October, 18:00 – 20:30pm 

Simple ways to raise your profile: A PR guide for the cultural and creative sectors 
15 October 2026, 13:00 - 14:00, online 
Join Figurative for a free webinar exploring simple, effective ways to raise awareness, build your 
profile, tell your story and secure valuable media coverage, presented by specialist consultancy 
Riot Communications. This introductory session will cover the fundamentals of PR, sharing 
practical advice and achievable tactics that can be put into action straight away, regardless of 
budget. 
 
FUSE Network CIC Social Enterprise Workshops 

Marketing Plans Made Simple Workshop 
20 October 2026, 10:00 - 12:00, online, free 
If marketing always seems to end up at the bottom of your to-do list, this workshop is for you. 
 

Easy and Affordable Marketing Tools Workshop 
3 November 2026, 10:00 - 12:00, online 
This session will look at platforms for planning social media, creating content, sending email 
campaigns and streamlining your day-to-day marketing. As well as exploring how AI can 
support your creativity and productivity while keeping your voice authentic. 

Arts Council England: Creative Health Contract Confidence Webinar 
20 October 2026, 10:00 - 11:30, Online 
This introductory webinar is open to organisations delivering creative health activity who have 
had, or currently have, Arts Council funding – whether that’s NPO, NLPG or CPP - and are 
interested in finding out more about public sector contracts. 
This webinar is the first event being delivered as part of the Creative Health Contract 
Confidence programme, which is being delivered by School for Social Entrepreneurs. Attendees 
will be invited to register their interest in an upcoming 4-part training programme which goes 
into more depth about public contracts, measuring impact and diversifying income streams. 
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Brandland Event: Building a Startup Brand 
20 October 2026, 17:30 - 20:00, Fuel Studios, Norwich 
Brandland is hosting an event in collaboration with startup incubator Akcela at Fuel Studios, for 
an evening of networking, learning and collaboration, including:  A brand 101 for start-ups by 
creative strategist Rose Van Orden, a panel to discuss learnings and opportunities for 
collaboration and a forum for three start-ups to present their brands and receive feedback from 
industry experts.  

Norfolk & Suffolk Culture Board’s 2026 Summit 
21 October 2026, 10:00 – 16:30, Ipswich Corn Exchange, Free 
The Summit is a day to celebrate, share, listen, challenge and plan together. NSCB will launch 
'The Land Is All View' their report on cultural environmental responsibility commissioned as an 
outcome of the last summit, and create a space for debate, discussion and dialogue to shape 
the Board's current and future areas of focus, including the challenges and opportunities that 
come with major regional change as we move closer to Local Government Reorganisation and 
Devolution. Bookings for this event have closed. Please contact 
cultureboardsummit@suffolk.gov.uk to join the waiting list. 
 
North Norfolk Networking Morning 
26 October 2026, 10:00 - 11.30, Blakeney House, Blakeney 
Blakeney House is hosting an informal and relaxed networking event for local businesses. 

Freelancers’ Focus Group: Shape Norwich Theatre’s Freelance Charter 
27 October 2026, 10:00 – 11:30, Norwich Theatre, Stage Two 
Norwich Theatre is inviting freelancers who have not previously worked with the organisation to 
join a focus group led by independent consultant Laura Crossley. The session will help inform a 
new Freelance Charter aimed at creating transparent, inclusive and positive relationships with 
freelancers. The discussion will explore perceptions of Norwich Theatre, how freelancers find 
opportunities, barriers to applying, recruitment and contracting processes, communication and 
inclusion, and ways to build stronger connections with new freelancers. No prior knowledge of 
Norwich Theatre is required. Refreshments will be provided, and participants are welcome to 
stay for informal networking from 11.30 - 12.30.  
To take part, email sam.dawson@norwichtheatre.org by 20 October. 
 
North Norfolk Business Networking 
29 October 2026, 17:00 - 19:00, Castaways Beach Resort, Bacton 
Join North Norfolk Business Networking Group for an engaging networking event designed for 
local businesses. Meet fellow business owners, make valuable connections and network with 
local businesses. 

Suffolk + Norfolk LVEP Tourism Business Conference 
5 November 2026, 9:00 - 16:00, The Halls, Norwich 
Join tourism businesses and professionals from across Suffolk and Norfolk for a day of inspiring 
speakers, networking and updates from the LVEP. There will also be updates on the Come 
Hungry autumn food and drink campaign and the new Visit East of England, Visit Norfolk and 
Visit Suffolk websites. 

Creative PEC Seminar Series 
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The latest series will present new findings on videogame clusters, music discovery, and a new 
framework to help arts culture and heritage organisations make a stronger case for investment. 
Developing taxonomies for arts, culture and heritage - 5 November, 15:00 - 16:00, online 
Platform discovery and cumulative creativity in the music industry - 19 November, 15:00 - 
16:00, online 
Where are Europe’s videogame clusters? Evidence from a data-driven mapping of the industry - 
10 December, 15:00 - 16:00, online 

Events for Women in Film & TV (WFTV) Members 
Networking: Online Member Meet-up - 13 October 2026, 14:00 – 15:00 BST, Online 
The New UK Right to Work Regime: A Practical Guide for Creative Businesses- 19 October 2026, 
13:00 – 14:00, Online 
How to Smash Your Pitch with SMASH Media - 21 October 2026, 13:00 – 14:00, Online 

Norfolk & Norwich Festival Artist Network 26/27 Events 
Norfolk & Norwich Festival has announced six Artist Network events running across the next six 
months. This series of insightful talks and workshops is designed to inspire and embolden you 
in your creative practice. Online sessions are free, in person events cost £10 (a limited number 
of ticket and travel bursaries are available). 
Storytelling in Shadowlight with Zannie Fraser - 14 November 2026, 14:00 - 16:30, The Halls 
Admission Into Creative Health with Charlotte Jolly & CUH Arts, 25 Nov, 18:00 - 19:00, online 
Building Your Brand with Kaitlin Ferguson - 20 January 2027, 18:00 - 19:00, online 
Responding to Place with Dr Zakiya McKenzie - 24 February 2027, 18:00 - 19:00, online 
Sounding It Out with Johann Don-Daniel, 13 March 2027, 14:00 - 16:30, Snape Maltings 

NNF Creative Leaders | FLOCK Network Events 
FLOCK is a free network for creatives aged 18–25 across East Anglia. Designed by young people, 
for young people, it brings emerging creatives together to build connections, share knowledge 
and discover new career opportunities. Over the next six months, the programme of FREE 
events includes insider insight into freelancing, funding projects, producing live events and 
carving creative careers outside of London. 
MOVING PICTURES - VISUALS & MOVEMENT, Tom Hobden - 17 Oct, DanceEast 
CRAFT TO ART TO BUSINESS with Uwu Studio, 28 Nov, Sainsbury Centre, Norwich 
FREELANCING - FINDING BALANCE AND AVOIDING BURNOUT, Kezia Tan - 27 Jan, online 
CARVING A CREATIVE CAREER OUTSIDE OF LONDON with Ian Johnson - 17 Feb, online 

Arts Marketing Association - Digital Marketing Day: Socially Motivated 
11 November 2026, Woolwich Works, London & Online, various prices available 
This year’s Digital Marketing Day will bringing together arts marketers from across the UK to 
share the latest thinking and innovations in digital and social marketing. Bookings open until 
12 October at 5pm. 

Visit North Norfolk 2026 Business Conference 
12 November 2026, 10:00 - 14:30, The Lady Elizabeth Wing, Holkham Estate, Members: 
free, Non-members: £120 
The conference provides a great opportunity to network with other businesses, find out about 
plans for promoting the destination in 2027 and hear the latest insights and data around the 
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north Norfolk visitor economy to help you shape your own marketing. This year's guest speaker 
is Benjamin Mee, motivational speaker and author or 'We Bought a Zoo'. 

Norfolk Community Foundation Workshop: Data Analysis Workshop with Norse 
19 November, 10am-2pm, Norse Group, Norwich 
Turn your data into stronger funding bids, better reports and clearer evidence of impact. 

BEYOND Conference 2026 
23-25 November 2026, MediaCity, Salford, Manchester, Tickets from £199 - £599 (funded 
places available) 
BEYOND Conference is shaped around two distinct days, Experience and Growth. 
EXPERIENCE - 24 November: Create, Discover & Innovate: As technology reshapes how 
culture is made and consumed, the BEYOND explores what comes next — across screen, 
music, live performance, immersive and the wider experience economy. 
GROWTH - 25 November: Build, Fund & Scale: The creative industries are one of the most 
dynamic investment frontiers of our time, BEYOND brings together investors, founders, 
policymakers and cluster leads to explore the funding models, IP frameworks and infrastructure 
that creative businesses need to grow - and to scale. 

CoSTAR National Lab: R&D Tax Relief Webinars  
In case you missed them or want to revisit CoSTAR National Lab's three-part webinar series on 
R&D Tax Relief for the Creative Industries, they have all been uploaded to the CoSTAR YouTube 
channel.  
Webinar 1: Spotting R&D Tax Relief Opportunities in the Creative Industries.  
Webinar 2: Compliance, Risk and HMRC Scrutiny. 
Webinar 3: Navigating the R&D Tax Relief Claims Process. 

 

PRS Foundation Funds 

PRS Foundation: Composers’ Fund  
PRS Foundation’s Composers’ Fund is an opportunity for composers with a strong track record, 
giving direct access to funding at pivotal stages in their career. A contribution of up to £8,000 – 
£15,000 is available to composers who are already making a significant cultural contribution in 
the UK and have the potential for greater impact in the UK and overseas. Deadline: 7 October 
2026 

PPL Momentum Music Fund 
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The PPL Momentum Music Fund offers grants of £5k-£15k for UK based artists/bands to break 
through to the next level of their careers. Activities eligible for support include recording, touring 
and marketing. Deadline: 26 October 2026 

Early Career Promoter Fund 
Early Career Promoter Fund recognises the vital role independent promoters play in supporting 
the talent pipeline across England, and offers grant funding and capacity building support, with 
the aim of bolstering the local, regional and national ecosystems. Grants of up to £3,500 will be 
available to support a range of activity. Deadline: 29 October 2026 

International Showcase Fund  
The International Showcase Fund (ISF) offers grants of up to £8,250 for international export 
opportunities for UK-based artists, bands, songwriters and producers who have been invited to 
perform or create new music at international industry facing showcase festivals and song 
writing camps. Round 2 Deadline: 27th November 2026 

EIT Culture & Creativity: Shape and Scale - financial support for Cultural and Creative 
Sectors and Industries 
Cultural and creative startups and scaleups that are looking to accelerate growth, attract 
investment, and expand internationally, are invited to apply for financial support under the 
Shape Acceleration Programme and Scale Post-Acceleration Programme. UK SMEs can receive 
financial support of up to €200,000, along with tailored venture development services designed 
to strengthen commercial execution, investment readiness, fundraising, and international 
market expansion.  Topics to be addressed - 2027 Cohort (start January 2027): Fashion, 
Architecture, Audio Visual Media. Deadline: 12 October 2026 

Arts Council England: Incentivising Touring Repayable Grants for Theatre and Dance 
The scheme aims to give boards, investors, venues and producers more confidence to create, 
tour and programme a greater range of work. Applicants can apply for up to 25% of a 
production’s capitalisation costs, up to a maximum of £500,000 per application. Round 
3 deadline: 13 October 2026 

AHRC Funding Opportunities for New CoSTAR Labs 
The Arts and Humanities Research Council have announced future research and innovation 
funding opportunities, through their future funding timeline.  

CoSTAR Satellite Labs: Accessible creative R&D infrastructure  
AHRC will fund up to two Satellite Labs up to £2 million each. The Satellite Labs will broaden 
access to specialist R&D infrastructure, reduce barriers to technology adoption & improve 
commercialisation support for creative technology businesses. Deadline: 29 October 2026 
 
CoSTAR Showcase Labs: Createch infrastructure and commercialisation 
AHRC will fund up to two Showcase Labs up to £4 million each. Showcase Labs will support 
near market research and innovation, helping creative businesses adopt new technologies, 
progress towards commercialisation and attract Investment. Deadline: 29 October 2026 

Arts Council England: National Portfolio Investment Programme, 2028-33 
Arts organisations, museums and libraries can apply for five years of investment, helping them 
do their best work, in neighbourhoods across the country. The Applicant Guidance and other 
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resources are available on the Arts Council website, before the programme opens for 
applications on 20 October 2026. Deadline: 15 December 2026 
Information webinars: Across October ACE is hosting a series of information webinars for 
different groups of prospective applicants. This includes two webinars for new applicants on 14 
October (10-11am) & 4 November (2-3pm). 

ScreenSkills Unscripted TV Bursaries for Senior Development Roles 
Funding of up to £3,000 for producer-level and above unscripted TV development professionals 
between contracts or on short contracts. Apply by 19 March 2027; rolling assessment and 
limited funding. 

Department for Work and Pensions: Youth Jobs Grant 
New funding for businesses who take on jobless youngsters in the latest boost to youth 
employment support. Employers can claim £3,000 if they take on an eligible young person who 
has been out of work for six months. To apply for the Youth Jobs Grant, employers must 
complete an online application, they will receive funding in two instalments once employment 
and earnings have been verified by DWP. 

SWEF Business Grants 
SWEF are offering business grants for young entrepreneurs aged between 18 – 30 and living in 
Norfolk, to set up or grow their business. 
Start-Up Grant - Grants of up to £500 for Norfolk-based young entrepreneurs to launch their 
business. Funding can support initial costs such as essential equipment, materials, stock, 
website building, product development and training. 
Business Grant - Grants of up to £2,000 for Norfolk-based young entrepreneurs with 
established businesses that have been trading for less than 2.5 years, and have a monthly 
turnover of more than £500, to help transform their business. 

Creative Growth Finance: Debt finance for creative sector SMEs 
Creative Growth Finance provides specialist growth funding for creative businesses, with loans 
from £100,000 to £1 million designed around the realities of the creative sector, as well as 
access to experienced portfolio support. If your business is post-revenue and ready to scale, 
check whether you could be eligible today. 

UK Games Fund (UKGF) 
UKGF is run by UK Games Talent and Finance Community Interest Company a non-profit 
organisation with the remit to support the UK’s early-stage games development and digital 
interactive business and creative ecosystem in terms of both companies and individuals.  
Content Fund - grants of between £100,000 and £250,000 are available to take games forward 
to completion and enable studios to scale up. Open for Expressions of Interest. 

British Council: Film Travel Grant Fund 
A Travel Grant Fund offering grants to filmmakers and XR creatives to support travel to selected 
international festivals and showcase events, labs, and co-production forums. 

Creative UK X Crowdfunder 
Crowdfunder and Creative UK have teamed up to support the UK’s creative and cultural sectors 
and with 0% platform fees for creative projects, you’ll keep more of the funds you raise. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/NationalPortfolio28/national-portfolio-webinars
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-portfolio-webinar-for-new-applicants-tickets-2001608492884
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-portfolio-webinar-for-new-applicants-tickets-2001608492884
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-portfolio-webinar-for-new-applicants-tickets-2001609715541
https://www.screenskills.com/bookings/unscripted-tv-bursaries-for-senior-development-roles/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-for-businesses-who-give-youngsters-a-chance-as-government-ramps-up-youth-jobs-drive
https://www.norfolkfoundation.com/funding-support/grants/individuals/swef/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/
https://ukgamesfund.com/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk%2Ft%2Fc%2FAQiE3RUQhLOwAhjBqf0rIJHKhRdy8fW1-KNn43Na3IKIcZIXAPN66eAk6HvKDlEMLluMyg&data=05%7C02%7Claura.cole-matthews%40norfolk.gov.uk%7C00acb2c3da15479c525708defece2652%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C639228358563617692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9NEKLN4Zcv672SB1ykU1KUtb2EyrwyhX%2FhbTYroj6E8%3D&reserved=0
https://film.britishcouncil.org/opportunities/travel-grants-fund
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/creative-uk


BFI: Short or Feature Film Festival / XR Showcase Travel Grant 
BFI offer grants to help Short and Feature filmmakers, and XR creatives, travel to international 
events where their work is being presented. Including: 
Short Film Grants – attendance at an eligible festival to support a short film screening, for 
new/emerging writers or directors and for producers of any experience level. 
Feature Film Grants – attendance at an eligible festival to support a feature film, for lead 
producers. 
XR Grants – attendance at an eligible festival/showcase event with an interactive/immersive 
/XR project, for XR creatives. 

Jarrold Growth Grant 
Jarrold releases a pot of £100,000 every year to Norfolk businesses looking to propel their 
growth. To further support those businesses in meeting their growth ambitions, they 
also provide access to specialist expertise both from within Jarrold Group and from their 
associates. Applications are open throughout the year, and each business will be reviewed 
upon submission. 

Suffolk Business Grant Scheme 
Funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, this Scheme is delivered by Babergh District Council, 
East Suffolk Council, Ipswich Borough Council, Mid Suffolk District Council and West Suffolk 
Council. The scheme aims to provide support to businesses across Suffolk to grow and become 
more productive, to encourage innovation and to become more environmentally sustainable 
through small grants to local SME businesses. Businesses can apply for grants between £5,000 
and £10,000, with a maximum grant intervention of 50%. 

Business Growth Fund – Norfolk 
Norfolk County Council has created a special fund providing grants between £5,000 and 
£50,000, supporting businesses with an ambition to grow. They are looking for projects that will 
have a positive impact on Norfolk such as a creating a unique offer, attracting more business 
into the area, developing export opportunities or increasing productivity. Our Norfolk team of 
High Growth advisers can help assess your project and if it is eligible they can support you with 
the application and offer follow on business support. 

Mid Suffolk Town Centre Shopfront Scheme 
Grants from £500 to £10,000 are available for small businesses in specific town centre 
locations in Mid Suffolk to enhance the visual appeal of premises and to increase local pride in 
the high street. 

Breckland - UK Shared Prosperity Fund: Shopfront Repair and Redecoration Grants 
Grants of up to £5,000 are available (covering up to 75% of eligible costs) are available to 
businesses in Breckland to repair and renovate their shopfront, as part of the wider UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund programme. Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis 
and will remain open until funding is exhausted. 

Breckland Council: Reopen Scheme - A Meanwhile Enterprise Grant 
Are you a business owner or part of a community group looking for space in Breckland? Or 
perhaps you're eager to showcase your business at a local market day? 
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Breckland Council is offering grants of up to £8,000 through the Reopen Scheme - A Meanwhile 
Enterprise Grant to help launch, grow, or bring your business to our high streets. 
There are two types of grants available: 
Vacant High Street Shop Grant - up to £8,000 
Market Town Stall Grant - up to £1,000 

Mid Suffolk District Council - Community Asset Fund 
Grants of up to £100,000 for rural community groups and social enterprises to purchase 
community assets in Mid Suffolk (except Stowmarket). Expressions of interest forms are 
accepted at any time and are assessed on a first-come, first-served basis. The scheme will 
close when funds are depleted. 

Suffolk Economy Grant 
The Suffolk Economy Grant (SEG) aims to support micro, small, and medium-sized businesses 
with funding for digital transformation, innovation, and sustainability.  

Creative Enterprise Business Builder Grants 
Grants of up to £2,500 designed to support companies who work in moving image for 
storytelling, spanning film television, games, animation and immersive industries. Beneficiaries 
will work with a consultant to build meaningful connections and create opportunities for 
business growth 

Visit the Latest News and Resources pages of the StartEast website for more information about 
ongoing funding support. 
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