
 

  

  

 

 

StartEast September Bulletin 

Welcome to the September issue: a monthly one-stop shop for creative enterprises and 
individuals offering information on funding opportunities, networking, the latest useful reports 
and resources and practical support. 

Please do feel free to share this newsletter with colleagues. Anyone interested in receiving 
StartEast bulletins can sign up on our website. 

If you would like to contact us, please email starteast@norfolk.gov.uk 

The StartEast Team 

 

   

New Anglia Growth Hub FREE Events for Norfolk & Suffolk Businesses 
Small-group workshops funded by Norfolk & Suffolk County Council’s and Department of 
Business and Trade open to any business, freelancer, or charity based in Norfolk or Suffolk. 
 

Public Speaking for Business Owners Masterclass 
15 September 2026, 9:15 - 16:00, Hethel innovation Centre 
Build confidence, clarity and impact in every presentation. This masterclass equips business 
owners with practical public-speaking techniques to communicate their message, engage 
audiences and deliver pitches with authority and ease. 
 

https://starteast.co.uk/newsletter/
mailto:starteast@norfolk.gov.uk?subject=StartEast
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/events/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/public-speaking-for-business-owners-masterclass-4/


People Management Skills 
16 September 2026, 9:15 - 16:30, KLIC - King's Lynn Enterprise Park 
Develop the confidence and practical tools you need to lead people effectively. This workshop 
explores communication, motivation, conflict resolution and performance management to help 
you support and develop a thriving team. 
 

Getting Started with Microsoft Copilot 
24 September 2026, 9:15 - 12:45, North Norfolk District Council Council Offices, Cromer 
An introductory session designed to help you get started with Microsoft Copilot and use AI to 
work more efficiently and confidently. 
 

Workshop Series: Video Marketing, from Creating to Posting 
1 October, 20 October & 19 November 2026, Broadland Food Innovation Centre, Norwich 
Interactive sessions that dive into the world of Video Marketing; from creating to posting. This is 
a 3-part series. If you wish to attend, you must book all three workshops. 
 

Get Noticed in a Busy Digital World 
7 October 2026, 8:00-12:00, Epi Centre, Haverhill 
In today’s competitive online landscape, being visible to the right audience is essential. This 
practical workshop will explore effective digital marketing techniques to help your business 
stand out, increase online visibility, attract more customers, and build a stronger digital 
presence. Gain actionable insights and tools you can apply immediately to improve your 
marketing results and support business growth. 
 

Profit and Progress Programme (3 sessions, November 2026 cohort) 
11, 18 & 25 November 2026, each online workshop is 2.5 hours from 10:00 - 12:30 
Profit and Progress is a fully funded, three-part workshop series designed specifically for micro 
and small business owners who are looking to gain clarity, set achievable goals, and drive 
sustainable growth. 
 
Business & IP Centre Norfolk Events 
Launch Your Future: Norfolk 
A workshop for people who are between the ages of 18-30, or individuals who are military 
veterans, who are either planning to start a business or have a business that has been running 
for less than 24 months. One-day, online workshop, delivered by Menta, to gain key skills to 
start your business - covering self-employment, finance, digital marketing and more. Multiple 
dates available: 24 September, 1 October and 14 October. 
 
Creative Enterprise: Fast Forward 2026 
Applications are now open for Fast Forward 2026; Creative Enterprise's six-month growth 
programme designed for ambitious screen businesses ready to scale. Sponsored by Barclays 
and delivered through Creative Enterprise with BFI National Lottery funding, Fast Forward 
supports established businesses working across film and TV, games, immersive and createch 
to strengthen their commercial foundations, unlock new opportunities and build long-term 
resilience. Deadline: 14 September 2026 
 

Meet the Mentors 
10 September 2026, 13:00 - 14:00, online 
Interested in learning more before applying? Join the Meet the Mentors session, to find out more 
from the experts supporting this year's Fast Forward cohort. 

https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/people-management-skills-2/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/getting-started-with-microsoft-copilot/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/video-marketing-intro-to-video-marketing-workshop-1-3/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/get-noticed-in-a-busy-digital-world/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/event/profit-and-progress-programme-3-sessions-november-2026-cohort/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/business-amp-ip-centre-norfolk-7488538381
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/launch-your-future-norfolk-tickets-1988395787326
https://menta.org.uk/
https://creativeenterprise.wearecreative.uk/fast-forward
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-the-mentors-fast-forward-2026-tickets-1996463868173


The Still Room - Start Up Series - Keswick Hall, Norwich 
Second Thursday of each month, July to December 2026, Time: 8.30-10.30, Tickets: £20  
The Start Up Series is a monthly business breakfast for people running their own businesses, 
those just starting out, and anyone keen to learn what it takes. 
10 September - The Details: legal, insurance and accounting essentials for small business 
owners. 8 October - Growth: funding, finance and team planning for the future.  
12 November - Selling Yourself and Your Service: confidence, communication and speaking 
about your work with clarity.  
10 December - Moving Forward: reflection, reassurance and clarity to end the year well. 

Business Resilience in Focus 
16 September 16, 2026, 08:30 - 10:30, Black Shuck Ltd, Hindolveston, Free 
Join M+A Partners for a business resilience networking event at Black Shuck Distillery, with an 
optional distillery tour. The session will explore key areas of financial and operational resilience, 
including tax considerations, planning opportunities and practical steps businesses can take to 
strengthen their position in an evolving economic environment. 

South Norfolk Business Builder Programme 
The Business Builder programme is aimed at supporting South Norfolk based businesses to 
invest and grow, and in turn help in the growth of the local economy. There are several levels of 
support available: Foundation support; Build Up Grant; Development Grant; Small Capital 
Grant & Capital Grant. 
 
Creative East 
Investment readiness and support for the creative sector in Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire. 
 
MENTA -Business Start-Up Support Programme 
MENTA’s Startup Programme is the go-to resource for aspiring entrepreneurs (within the first 12 
months of trading) across Norfolk and Suffolk, offering a blend of expert guidance, practical 
workshops, and tailored support. 
 
Kick Off in Business 
Fully funded, short, online business start-up & self-employment courses. 
Fully funded, short online courses that provide uncomplicated, useful information and 
guidance for anyone who is in the process of setting up a business or simply just exploring the 
idea. 
 
Become a member of FUSE Network - Connecting Norfolk’s Social Enterprises 
FUSE Network has launched a free exclusive membership offer for social enterprises active in 
Norfolk. By joining you’ll receive: a FREE Listing on the FUSE Social Enterprise Directory, a 
fortnightly members newsletter, early access to booking events and workshops and a FUSE 
Network Member digital badge. 
 
Akcela Incubator 
The Akcela incubator is a vibrant community of some of Norwich and Norfolk's most promising 
start-ups, supports business with office space, expert consultancy and a community of 
founders to drive innovation and growth. 
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Culture, Health & Wellbeing Alliance (CHWA) Conference 2026: Bursary Opportunity 
Thanks to generous support from Norfolk County Council and Suffolk County Council, three 
sponsored bursaries are available to attend the Culture, Health & Wellbeing Alliance 
Conference: Common Ground, 7-9 October 2026 at Barnsley Civic. Deadline for submissions: 
10am, 7 September 2026. 

Garage Theatre Company Callout 
A performance company for ambitious emerging actors 18+, ready to take the next step towards 
a professional career. Train with professional theatre-makers, build industry connections, gain 
valuable experience, and access exclusive opportunities including headshots, workshops, 
networking events and casting opportunities. 
Interested? Attend the Information Evening on 8 September at 7pm. Register here. 
 
The Julia Rausing Sky Arts Bursaries 
The Julia Rausing Sky Arts Bursaries, a Sky Foundation programme, will support 20 outstanding 
artists with the funding (a personal grant of £30k and a project grant of up to £40k), mentoring 
and platform they need to bring a creative passion project to life and help take them to the next 
stage in their careers. Deadline: 9 September 2026 
 
Region of Creative Health (RoCH) Artists Advisory Group Roles 
Norfolk & Suffolk Culture Board's Artists Advisory Group is made up of creative health 
specialists from across Norfolk and Suffolk, with diverse practices, who advise on the Region of 
Creative Health (RoCH) Place Partnership work. There are 14 paid roles, each for a one-year 
term, starting from October 2026. Deadline: 10 September (5:00pm) 

Escalator New Writing Fellowships  
The National Centre for Writing’s annual programme celebrates writers in the east of England 
whose voices are underrepresented on UK bookshelves. They offer unpublished fiction writers 
in the region the chance to develop their work through an inspiring programme of professional 
mentoring, as well as creating opportunities for networking and industry skills sessions, to 
equip writers for the professional reality of a career as an author. Deadline: 15 September 
2026 

The Library Presents Commissioning Opportunities 
The Library Presents has two exciting new commissioning opportunities:  
- Creative Consultancy Commission: Creative Health, Physical Wellbeing & Community 
Participation 

https://www.culturehealthandwellbeing.org.uk/news/general-news/chwa-conference-2026-bursary-opportunity-deadline-7-september
https://www.thegarage.org.uk/performance-companies/
https://www.thegarage.org.uk/performance-companies/
https://juliarausingskyartsbursaries.com/
https://www.suffolkartlink.org.uk/about-us/work-with-us/
https://nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/get-involved/writers/escalator/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AjqkL2_YOQLHHwhz81aby8kgVWl_ETkS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AjqkL2_YOQLHHwhz81aby8kgVWl_ETkS/view


- Creative Consultancy Commission Environmental Responsibility & Community Participation 
Deadline for Expressions of Interest: midday 14 September 2026. 
 
Unlimited Partner Awards 2026/27 
Unlimited Partner Awards help disabled artists bring ambitious new work to life. They’re 
partnering with eight organisations to offer awards totalling £205,000 for disabled artists based 
in England. These awards are made possible thanks to support from Arts Council England. Two 
of the large awards (£25k and over) are made in partnership with Norfolk based organisations.  

• Norfolk & Norwich Festival - £25,000 for a new theatre, music, dance and/or 
performance work. 

• Sainsbury Centre - £40,000 for a new site-responsive, socially engaged sculpture. 
Deadline: 28 September 2026 
Unlimited is hosting a series of open online information sessions, where you can find out more 
about the awards, on: 2 September - 2:30pm, 16 September - 10:30am & 24 September - 
11:00am. 
 
Suffolk’s High Streets Matter 
New Anglia Growth Hub has launched Suffolk’s High Streets Matter, supported by Suffolk 
County Council, strengthening local economies by supporting the shops, cafés, restaurants, 
pubs, hotels and market-town businesses that give our high streets their character. The 
programme helps businesses stay resilient, competitive and future-focused. All Suffolk small 
businesses are welcome, but priority will be given to the following focus towns: September – 
October programme 2026 – Beccles, Brandon and Mildenhall. Register your interest for 2026. 

Social Enterprise Day Showcase 2026 - Social Enterprises 
19 November 2026, 10:00 - 16:00, Carrow House, Norwich 
Book a stall to showcase your work! 
Join other social enterprises exhibiting throughout both Old and New Carrow House, creating a 
full-building showcase and a vibrant visitor journey across the site. £40 per stall or £20 per stall 
for FUSE Network or Norwich Unity Hub members. 

Creative PEC Report: Creative Clusters, Geography and University-Industry Links 
New research published by the Creative PEC reveals the vital role universities play in supporting 
place-based growth and innovation. 

The Case for the Creative Industries: An Advocacy Toolkit 
Creative UK has launched a new advocacy toolkit for the cultural and creative industries – 
outlining clear priorities that any party should consider in its policymaking, to unlock more 
economic growth within the sector and to ensure its social benefits are felt by communities up 
and down the country. 

Norfolk & Suffolk Culture Board: Culture Value Statement  
With devolution and local government reorganisation reshaping the region’s governance 
landscape, the NSCB launched a Culture Value Statement in Westminster on the 8 June, to 
ensure arts and culture remain central to those decisions, rather than being retrofitted later. 
The statement outlines five principles that the NSCB believe are vital for the region’s future: 

• Culture has value in its own right 
• Culture belongs at the heart of public life 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eOUJDYg-NH5TbUY2j5L7jHuqxsL5ZiI_/view
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• Culture is a shared responsibility 
• Culture should be available to everyone 
• Culture must endure 

If you share these five values about the role of culture in public life and in the new public 
institutions being built in Norfolk and Suffolk, please add your support via this quick online 
form. 
 
Open Call for Evidence - National Lottery Good Causes: Fund what matters to you 
On 1 July the government launched a 12-week call for evidence asking the public to help shape 
the future of National Lottery Good Cause funding. The call for evidence closes at midday on 
23 September 2026. 
 
Brandland Training Survey 
Brandland is currently planning a new series of training masterclasses in collaboration with 
Quadmark, and they want to hear from you on what you would like to see. Fill in this quick poll 
to help shape their plans. 
 
Affinity's Creative Cities Report: Discover the Top 50 UK Cities for Design Creatives 
A new study has revealed that Norwich is one of the UK’s strongest emerging destinations for 
creative careers. In the latest ‘Creative Cities Report’, compiled by Affinity, part of Canva’s suite 
of professional design tools, Norwich was ranked tenth out of 50 UK cities for its balance of 
opportunity, affordability and creative infrastructure. 

 

Book Now: Norfolk & Suffolk Culture Board’s 2026 Summit 
21 October 2026, 10:00 – 16:30, Ipswich Corn Exchange, Free 
The Summit is a day to celebrate, share, listen, challenge and plan together. NSCB will launch 
'The Land Is All View' their report on cultural environmental responsibility commissioned as an 
outcome of the last summit, and create a space for debate, discussion and dialogue to shape 
the Board's current and future areas of focus, including the challenges and opportunities that 
come with major regional change as we move closer to Local Government Reorganisation and 
Devolution. There are a limited number of tickets, so do please register now to secure your 
place. 

Events for Women in Film & TV (WFTV) Members 
 

The Art of the Pitch: Using Analytics for Writers and Directors 
7 September 2026, 12:00 – 13:00, Online Webinar, via Zoom 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fhcZFOBXD0-v8P1htUnRDjFikuHKjghAm5nNe581te9URVJROUdPVlZaSENRTEpXNVlPRkVWTlM1Ty4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fhcZFOBXD0-v8P1htUnRDjFikuHKjghAm5nNe581te9URVJROUdPVlZaSENRTEpXNVlPRkVWTlM1Ty4u&route=shorturl
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/national-lottery-good-causes-fund-what-matters-to-you
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScB0ks_5h3-2wxi4kNdvgAMileO87va0Fl9eG4-yKzRCsIlcA/viewform
https://www.affinity.studio/blog/uk-creative-cities-report
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Today, there's a bigger expectation than ever that Writers & Directors will have a well-crafted 
pitch. This session will discuss key areas to elevate your pitch including audience analytics, the 
essentials of a deck & tips to help commissioners & buyers feel more at ease backing original 
stories. 
 

The Art of the Pitch: Using Analytics for Producers 
14 September 2026, 12:00 – 13:00, Online Webinar, via Zoom 
In this session, we’ll take time to discuss how the market is changing and how we can help 
collaborators feel more at ease when backing original stories. 

Creative Enterprise Event - Investing In Change: From Understanding Barriers to Building 
Solutions for Female Founders 
9 September 2026, 13:00 - 14:00, online 
Investing in Change will bring together founders, investors, industry leaders and support 
organisations for a panel discussion exploring how we can create a more inclusive and effective 
investment landscape for female founders in the screen industries.  

Screen Industry Mixer 
10 September 2026, 18:00 - 20:00, Epic Studios, Norwich  
Norfolk Screen, Epic EV Studios and CineCertified invite you to a Screen Industry Mixer. This 
networking evening offers an opportunity to meet the host organisations, connect with fellow 
local freelancers, production companies and suppliers to forge greater collaboration and 
contacts within the region. 

Norfolk & Norwich Festival Artist Network 26/27 Events 
Norfolk & Norwich Festival has announced six Artist Network events running across the next six 
months. This series of insightful talks and workshops is designed to inspire and embolden you 
in your creative practice. Online sessions are free, in person events cost £10 (a limited number 
of ticket and travel bursaries are available). 
Digging in the Mud with Edmund Davies - 19 September 2026, 13:30 – 16:00, Flag Fenn 
Storytelling in Shadowlight with Zannie Fraser - 14 November 2026, 14:00 - 16:30, The Halls 
Admission Into Creative Health with Charlotte Jolly & CUH Arts, 25 Nov, 18:00 - 19:00, online 
Building Your Brand with Kaitlin Ferguson - 20 January 2027, 18:00 - 19:00, online 
Responding to Place with Dr Zakiya McKenzie - 24 February 2027, 18:00 - 19:00, online 
Sounding It Out with Johann Don-Daniel, 13 March 2027, 14:00 - 16:30, Snape Maltings 
 
NNF Creative Leaders | FLOCK Network Events 
FLOCK is a free network for creatives aged 18–25 across East Anglia. Designed by young people, 
for young people, it brings emerging creatives together to build connections, share knowledge 
and discover new career opportunities. Over the next six months, the programme of FREE 
events includes insider insight into freelancing, funding projects, producing live events and 
carving creative careers outside of London. 
THE BUSINESS OF SHOW BUSINESS, Wil Fincher - 26 Sept, The Key Theatre, Peterborough 
FUNDING FOR DUMMIES with Mark Finbow - 30 Sept, Online 
MOVING PICTURES - VISUALS & MOVEMENT, Tom Hobden - 17 Oct, DanceEast 
CRAFT TO ART TO BUSINESS with Uwu Studio, 28 Nov, Sainsbury Centre, Norwich 
FREELANCING - FINDING BALANCE AND AVOIDING BURNOUT, Kezia Tan - 27 Jan, Online 
CARVING A CREATIVE CAREER OUTSIDE OF LONDON with Ian Johnson - 17 Feb, Online 

https://www.wftv.org.uk/events-1/the-art-of-the-pitch-using-analytics-for-producers
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/investing-in-change-from-understanding-barriers-to-building-solutions-tickets-1997831355364
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/investing-in-change-from-understanding-barriers-to-building-solutions-tickets-1997831355364
https://epic-tv.com/events/event/screen-industry-mixer
https://nnfestival.org.uk/schools-and-communities/creative-leaders/artist-network/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/digging-in-the-mud/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/storytelling-in-shadowlight/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/admission-into-creative-health/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/building-your-brand/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/responding-to-place/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/sounding-it-out/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/schools-and-communities/creative-leaders/flock/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/the-business-of-show-business/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/funding-for-dummies/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/moving-pictures-visuals-movement-on-film/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/craft-to-art-to-business/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/freelancing-finding-the-balance-and-avoiding-burnout/
https://nnfestival.org.uk/whats-on/carving-a-creative-career-outside-london/


The Audience Agency Audience Development Workshops 
A series of online, interactive, practical workshops led by expert consultants exploring phases 
of the audience development cycle. You can book just one workshop, or any combination. 
Design thinking for Audience Development - Designing and Testing: 16 Sept 14:00-16:00 
Design thinking for Audience Development - Reviewing and Adapting: 21 Oct, 14:00-16:00 

Producer Lab: A Workshop Series 
Producer Lab is a five-part workshop series designed to demystify the producing process for 
early-career creatives, self-producing artists, indie companies and emerging producers. Each 
session is led by Blown Fuse Theatre’s Executive Producer Roxanne Carney. Attend individual 
workshops (Cost: £20) or the whole series (Cost £90). Workshops are being held throughout 
September/October in locations across the East of England in: Harlow, Ipswich, Cambridge & 
Chelmsford. 

FUSE Network CIC Social Enterprise Workshops 

Tell Your Story: Confidence and Media Skills for Social Enterprise Leaders 
22 September 2026, 10:00 - 13:00, Carrow House, Norwich, free 
Discover how to say 'yes' to press opportunities to promote you and your social enterprise 
confidently. 
 

Digital Drop In: Get Your Digital MOT 
1 October 2026, 10:00 - 11:3-, online, free 
A friendly discussion of all things digital from websites to email, SEO to GDPR. 
 

Marketing Plans Made Simple Workshop 
20 October 2026, 10:00 - 12:00, online, free 
If marketing always seems to end up at the bottom of your to-do list, this workshop is for you. 

Norwich BID - City Conversations Conference 2026: Shaping a Better Norwich, Together 
17 September 2026, 08:30 - 12:30, The Halls, Norwich, Free 
This year’s conference will bring together businesses and stakeholders to reflect on the 
progress made so far, explore the impact of projects delivered across the city, and discuss the 
opportunities, ambitions and priorities that lie ahead for Norwich. 

Norfolk Community Foundation Workshops 
 

Let's Talk About Grant Fundraising with Richard Felton 
17 September 2026, 9.30-11am, Norfolk Community Foundation, Norwich 
Richard Felton, an established and skilled charitable trust and foundation fundraising 
specialist, shares his grant fundraising expertise in this bespoke workshop. Bookings open on 3 
August. 
 

Creativity Unbound: Ask Us About... Marketing 2026 
21 September 2026, various times, online 
Marketing Sessions: Need help with your VCSE's design, marketing, or fundraising? Book a 
session with Creativity Unbound! 
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk%2Ft%2Fc%2FAQiE3RUQip2oAhjBqf0rIIDCrRaOl72kRVnCMZpAqXoJ10PwLSSxka2ad08sIM7OGzQ7Sw&data=05%7C02%7Claura.cole-matthews%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Cc3ecb220fb2e44f5599808deee27c7f0%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C639210051818261809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jTNh3xMZ6zxLue%2FpvmX8%2Bz0qMGxoyXaxLnkoandFhf0%3D&reserved=0
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Social Media 101 with Natasha Burr Wilby from Vesper House 
24 September, 10am-12pm, Norfolk Community Foundation, Norwich 
Join Natasha Burr Wilby from Vesper House for a fun, hands-on social media training session. 
 

Data Analysis Workshop with Norse 
19 November, 10am-2pm, Norse Group, Norwich 
Turn your data into stronger funding bids, better reports and clearer evidence of impact. 

North Norfolk Cultural Partnership Meeting 
22 September 2026, 10am-1pm, Wells Maltings, Wells-next-the-Sea, Free 
Bringing cultural partners together for a morning of networking, shared learning and 
collaboration. As part of the programme, NNCP are inviting members to share 2027 projects, 
programmes, or events that offer collaboration opportunities for other creatives across North 
Norfolk. If you would like to be considered as a speaker, please complete the short Expression 
of Interest form. 
 
Class Assembly East 
24 September, 11:00 - 16:00, New Wolsey Theatre & Eastern Angles Centre, Ipswich 
RTYDS Fair Play is partnering with Eastern Angles and New Wolsey Theatre to present Class 
Assembly East - a gathering in the East of England to understand the deep-rooted socio-
economic inequity in the arts and come away with tangible action points to make change. The 
event will explore how arts organisations and industry leaders can create a more equitable 
cultural sector - one where working-class artists can thrive as both creatives and leaders. 

Brandland Events 
 

B:Sessions - Making Memories 
29 September 2026, 17:30 - 19:00, The Rumsey Wells, Norwich, Free 
Brand building is all about memory - but how does that work? What can we do to make brands 
more memorable?  This B: Session will explore how brand and memory work, and the 
techniques that can be used to power them. 
 

Building a Startup Brand 
Save the date! On 20 October Brandland will be hosting an event in collaboration with startup 
incubator Akcela at Fuel Studios. It will be your chance to meet startup entrepreneurs at an 
early stage of their brand journey and find out what they’re looking for. More details available 
soon. 
 
The MENTA Connective: Connecting for Growth - The West Suffolk Business Festival 
Launch Event and Business Exhibition 
29 September 2026, 10:30 - 14:30, The National Horseracing Museum, Newmarket 
Get ready to connect, collaborate and grow at the launch of the West Suffolk Business Festival 
2026. This year’s launch event brings together businesses, entrepreneurs and organisations 
from across West Suffolk for an inspiring day of networking, ideas and opportunities, centred 
around the theme: Connecting for Growth. 
 
 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk%2Ft%2Fc%2FAQiE3RUQip2oAhjBqf0rIILCrRYsYLWZ6HjcqedDe3XGzovMhfqDnDlJe2wVnj94XNV_fw&data=05%7C02%7Claura.cole-matthews%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Cc3ecb220fb2e44f5599808deee27c7f0%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C639210051818299098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P0QhrMEiUKf%2FTJRKfaBJpMw857B8HQN3%2BwVTdM5mJVU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk%2Ft%2Fc%2FAQiE3RUQip2oAhjBqf0rIIPCrRb9kAJc2BvuvSZbnpkR_vKfPb3xZHTYX0gge1ZliQBxPg&data=05%7C02%7Claura.cole-matthews%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Cc3ecb220fb2e44f5599808deee27c7f0%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C639210051818317681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YWW%2FkVyCZ0M%2BZ3y%2BlYlqJk4QXdZaWhPsEA17N5KLOPA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/north-norfolk-cultural-partnership-meeting-tickets-1995082850512
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=4KdcEYsTakC8Vm_QXGTr8VWlPbuko3RGhprxvYptjXBUMzNVVEJVUURRU0dSWTZZVVhWOUM4TVU3Ty4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=4KdcEYsTakC8Vm_QXGTr8VWlPbuko3RGhprxvYptjXBUMzNVVEJVUURRU0dSWTZZVVhWOUM4TVU3Ty4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=44WrBFmflU-mnsITD_I6wSlVfxb1pWZGhu0zz5sO1c5UMUU4OEQ1RklWV1QzUEcxOUZYUzhRTDJUMCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl&utm
https://www.brandland.world/events
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bsessions-making-memories-tickets-1997452201304
https://menta.org.uk/our-events/menta-west-suffolk-business-festival-launch-event/
https://menta.org.uk/our-events/menta-west-suffolk-business-festival-launch-event/


EAFN26 Show 
7 October 2026, Burgess Hall, Cambridgeshire 
The East Anglian Festival Network (EAFN) Show is a free, one-day annual event bringing 
together hundreds of event professionals from across the East of England. There are 
conference sessions where professionals discuss key topics and a trade exhibition where those 
involved in the industry can share expertise, network and identify new opportunities that can 
benefit their businesses, the environment, the events industry and the regional economy. 
Registrations for delegates and Applications for Exhibition Stands are now open. 

Norfolk Chambers’ of Commerce B2B Exhibition 2026 
8 October 2026, 10:00 - 16:00, Norfolk Show Ground 
Now in its 28th year, B2B 2026 returns as the must-attend business exhibition on the regional 
calendar. With over 100+ exhibitors and 1,500+ attendees, this is your opportunity to connect, 
showcase, and reach your target audience. Whether you’re a startup looking to make a splash 
or a seasoned brand ready to expand your reach, B2B 2026 delivers face-to-face access to your 
next customer, partner, or supplier. 

Visit North Norfolk 2026 Business Conference 
12 November 2026, 10:00 - 14:30, The Lady Elizabeth Wing, Holkham Estate, members: 
free, non-members: £120 
The conference provides a great opportunity to network with other businesses, find out about 
plans for promoting the destination in 2027 and hear the latest insights and data around the 
north Norfolk visitor economy to help you shape your own marketing. This year's guest speaker 
is Benjamin Mee, motivational speaker and author or 'We Bought a Zoo'. 

Theatre Green Book Events 
Introduction and Production Calculator Webinar dates now available. Sign up for free on the 
Theatre Green Book website. 

Learn how you can Harness the Power of Crowdfunding 
Creative UK has collaborated with Crowdfunder to deliver a free masterclass workshop advising 
how creative businesses can harness the power of crowdfunding for their work and projects. 
Watch the recording and see what the expert panel had to say. 

Artswork Online Project Management Courses 
Sharpen your project management, planning, and evaluation skills with frameworks tailored for 
the creative, cultural & heritage sectors. Choose from bite-sized lunch & learns to half-day 
introductions, all delivered online. 

https://eafn.co.uk/eafn26/
https://norfolkchamber.co.uk/content/b2b-exhibition-2026/
https://www.visitnorthnorfolk.com/information/2026-annual-conference
https://theatregreenbook.com/events/
https://crowdfunder-learn.heysummit.com/talks/build-a-movement-how-creative-businesses-can-harness-the-power-of-crowdfunding-to-deliver-innovative-projects/
https://artswork.org.uk/professional-development/courses/project-management-courses


 

The Women In Film & Television Short Film Fund 
The WFTV Short Film Fund is a new funding programme supporting women and non-binary led 
filmmaking. The fund will award two filmmaking teams with a fully backed production package 
including: £25,000 in cash funding £25,000 in kit rentals In-kind post-production support and 
mentoring from industry professionals. The Fund is an opportunity for WFTV members to secure 
everything they need to take their short films from an idea to the big screen. Deadline: 7 
September 2026 
 
Love Your Market Town Grants - Norfolk 
Call for creative events and activities to celebrate Norfolk’s market towns. Love Your Market 
Town offers between £1,000 and £5,000 to town councils, local groups and businesses for 
events, town trails, themed festivals and other activities that are designed to inspire people to 
visit and shop in their local towns. The scheme is supported by Norfolk County Council, and the 
district councils. Deadline: 14 September 2026 

PRS Foundation Funds 
 

The Hitmaker Fund  
The Hitmaker Fund offers an opportunity for songwriters and producers working in popular 
music genres to further develop their careers and writing/production with grants of between 
£5,000 – £10,000. Deadline: 28 September 2026 
 

Early Career Promoter Fund 
Early Career Promoter Fund recognises the vital role independent promoters play in supporting 
the talent pipeline across England, and offers grant funding and capacity building support, with 
the aim of bolstering the local, regional and national ecosystems. Grants of up to £3,500 will be 
available to support a range of activity. Deadline: 29 October 2026 
 

PRS Foundation: Composers’ Fund  
PRS Foundation’s Composers’ Fund is an opportunity for composers with a strong track record, 
giving direct access to funding at pivotal stages in their career. A contribution of up to £8,000 – 
£15,000 is available to composers who are already making a significant cultural contribution in 
the UK and have the potential for greater impact in the UK and overseas. Opens: 14 
September, deadline: 7 October 2026. 
 
Arts Council England: Incentivising Touring Repayable Grants for Theatre and Dance 
The scheme aims to give boards, investors, venues and producers more confidence to create, 
tour and programme a greater range of work. Applicants can apply for up to 25% of a 

https://www.wftv.org.uk/shortfilmfund
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/love-your-market-town-pride-of-place-funding/
https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/
https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/funding-music-creators/next-steps/the-hitmaker-fund/
https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/funding-for-industry-professionals/early-career-promoter-fund/
https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/funding-music-creators/next-steps/the-composers-fund/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/incentivising-touring-scheme/incentivising-touring-repayable-grants-theatre-and-dance


production’s capitalisation costs, up to a maximum of £500,000 per application. Round 
3 deadline: 13 October 2026 

ScreenSkills Unscripted TV Bursaries for Senior Development Roles 
Funding of up to £3,000 for producer-level and above unscripted TV development professionals 
between contracts or on short contracts. Apply by 19 March 2027; rolling assessment and 
limited funding. 

Department for Work and Pensions: Youth Jobs Grant 
New funding for businesses who take on jobless youngsters in the latest boost to youth 
employment support. Employers can claim £3,000 if they take on an eligible young person who 
has been out of work for six months. To apply for the Youth Jobs Grant, employers must 
complete an online application, they will receive funding in two instalments once employment 
and earnings have been verified by DWP. 

SWEF Business Grants 
SWEF are offering business grants for young entrepreneurs aged between 18 – 30 and living in 
Norfolk, to set up or grow their business. 
Start-Up Grant - Grants of up to £500 for Norfolk-based young entrepreneurs to launch their 
business. Funding can support initial costs such as essential equipment, materials, stock, 
website building, product development and training. 
Business Grant - Grants of up to £2,000 for Norfolk-based young entrepreneurs with 
established businesses that have been trading for less than 2.5 years, and have a monthly 
turnover of more than £500, to help transform their business. 

Creative Growth Finance: Debt finance for creative sector SMEs 
Creative Growth Finance provides specialist growth funding for creative businesses, with loans 
from £100,000 to £1 million designed around the realities of the creative sector, as well as 
access to experienced portfolio support. If your business is post-revenue and ready to scale, 
check whether you could be eligible today. 

UK Games Fund (UKGF) 
UKGF is run by UK Games Talent and Finance Community Interest Company a non-profit 
organisation with the remit to support the UK’s early stage games development and digital 
interactive business and creative ecosystem in terms of both companies and individuals.  
Content Fund - grants of between £100,000 and £250,000 are available to take games forward 
to completion and enable studios to scale up. Open for Expressions of Interest. 

British Council: Film Travel Grant Fund 
A Travel Grant Fund offering grants to filmmakers and XR creatives to support travel to selected 
international festivals and showcase events, labs, and co-production forums. 

Creative UK X Crowdfunder 
Crowdfunder and Creative UK have teamed up to support the UK’s creative and cultural sectors 
and with 0% platform fees for creative projects, you’ll keep more of the funds you raise. 
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BFI: Short or Feature Film Festival / XR Showcase Travel Grant 
BFI offer grants to help Short and Feature filmmakers, and XR creatives, travel to international 
events where their work is being presented. Including: 
Short Film Grants – attendance at an eligible festival to support a short film screening, for 
new/emerging writers or directors and for producers of any experience level. 
Feature Film Grants – attendance at an eligible festival to support a feature film, for lead 
producers. 
XR Grants – attendance at an eligible festival/showcase event with an interactive/immersive 
/XR project, for XR creatives. 

Government Workplace Charging Scheme 
The Workplace Charging Scheme provides support for organisations towards the cost of 
installing up to 40 electric vehicle charge point sockets at their sites. Open to businesses, 
charities and public sector organisations, the scheme offers up to £350 per socket towards 
costs, aiming to cover 75% of total purchase and installation expense. The funding programme 
is currently available and will run until 31 March 2027. 

Jarrold Growth Grant 
Jarrold releases a pot of £100,000 every year to Norfolk businesses looking to propel their 
growth. To further support those businesses in meeting their growth ambitions, they 
also provide access to specialist expertise both from within Jarrold Group and from their 
associates. Applications are open throughout the year, and each business will be reviewed 
upon submission. 

Suffolk Business Grant Scheme 
Funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, this Scheme is delivered by Babergh District Council, 
East Suffolk Council, Ipswich Borough Council, Mid Suffolk District Council and West Suffolk 
Council. The scheme aims to provide support to businesses across Suffolk to grow and become 
more productive, to encourage innovation and to become more environmentally sustainable 
through small grants to local SME businesses. Businesses can apply for grants between £5,000 
and £10,000, with a maximum grant intervention of 50%. 

Business Growth Fund – Norfolk 
Norfolk County Council has created a special fund providing grants between £5,000 and 
£50,000, supporting businesses with an ambition to grow. They are looking for projects that will 
have a positive impact on Norfolk such as a creating a unique offer, attracting more business 
into the area, developing export opportunities or increasing productivity. Our Norfolk team of 
High Growth advisers can help assess your project and if it is eligible they can support you with 
the application and offer follow on business support. 

Mid Suffolk Town Centre Shopfront Scheme 
Grants from £500 to £10,000 are available for small businesses in specific town centre 
locations in Mid Suffolk to enhance the visual appeal of premises and to increase local pride in 
the high street. 

Breckland - UK Shared Prosperity Fund: Shopfront Repair and Redecoration Grants 
Grants of up to £5,000 are available (covering up to 75% of eligible costs) are available to 
businesses in Breckland to repair and renovate their shopfront, as part of the wider UK Shared 

https://film.britishcouncil.org/opportunities/short-film-travel-grant
https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/workplace-charging-scheme-2
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https://heartofsuffolk.co.uk/invest/business-support/grants-and-funding/mid-suffolk-town-centre-shopfront-scheme/
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/business-growth/shop-front-grant


Prosperity Fund programme. Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis 
and will remain open until funding is exhausted. 

Breckland Council: Reopen Scheme - A Meanwhile Enterprise Grant 
Are you a business owner or part of a community group looking for space in Breckland? Or 
perhaps you're eager to showcase your business at a local market day? 
Breckland Council is offering grants of up to £8,000 through the Reopen Scheme - A Meanwhile 
Enterprise Grant to help launch, grow, or bring your business to our high streets. 
There are two types of grants available: 
Vacant High Street Shop Grant - up to £8,000 
Market Town Stall Grant - up to £1,000 

Mid Suffolk District Council - Community Asset Fund 
Grants of up to £100,000 for rural community groups and social enterprises to purchase 
community assets in Mid Suffolk (except Stowmarket). Expressions of interest forms are 
accepted at any time and are assessed on a first-come, first-served basis. The scheme will 
close when funds are depleted. 

Suffolk Economy Grant 
The Suffolk Economy Grant (SEG) aims to support micro, small, and medium-sized businesses 
with funding for digital transformation, innovation, and sustainability.  

Creative Enterprise Business Builder Grants 
Grants of up to £2,500 designed to support companies who work in moving image for 
storytelling, spanning film television, games, animation and immersive industries. Beneficiaries 
will work with a consultant to build meaningful connections and create opportunities for 
business growth 

Visit the Latest News and Resources pages of the StartEast website for more information about 
ongoing funding support. 
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